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CLUB AFFAIRS

NOTES FROM THE HONORARY SECRETARY’S DESK

dull. It has been a very busy few months
with several initiatives implemented,
completed and ongoing.

The life of the Hon.Secretary is certainly not

Firstly, our President hosted a very successful
meeting of the Sections, which promoted a
useful dialogue and a ready forum for ideas,
communication and greater understanding of the
Club’s current objectives.

Further activity concerned the standing Club
committees. Following my call for more
volunteers to engage with the Club and its
governance, a number of you ‘stepped up to the
plate’, which has enabled us to freshen
committee membership, match skills to purpose,
and reorganise the committees to meet the
future development needs of the Club.

Committees and Chairman are:

» Membership and Development -
Junior Vice-President, Alderman and
Sheriff David Wootton.

» Communications and PR -

Jeremy Cantwell.

» Finance and Investment -
Hon. Treasurer, Alderman
Neil Redcliffe.

A new Social Task Force Group has been
formed to assist the President, Hon.Secretary
and others in delivering their various
programmes. If you would like to know more
about the work of these committees and feel you
could help, please contact me. There is no
obligation.

The Club’s profile within the City has received a
further boost following our managing and staffing
an information stand about the Livery companies
of the City of London at the Red Cross
Christmas Market in November 2009. This
initiative was at the behest of the Livery
Committee and was well received.

We are privileged to host the Lord Mayor and
Lady Mayoress, and Mayoral party, together with
official guests and partners at a Civic Lunch on
19 July 2010 at Trinity House. If you have not
booked yet, | urge you to do so as only 40
places remain.

Do please continue with your support of events.
Costings are based on minimum numbers to
cover venue hire and in an attempt to keep ticket
prices as low as possible, there is little slack if
numbers are not maintained. Do please bring a
guest or introduce a potential member at a
future event. Remember both HMS President
and the Burns Night events are open to all the

Livery companies and Ward
Clubs of the City.

Finally, | have put up notices in
the Members' Library / Reading
Room at the Baltic Exchange
prominently located asking
Members to sign the Visitors
Book when visiting the Club
Room.

Thank you, and I look forward
to seeing you at a future event.

Roger Hacker - Hon. Secretary

two opportunities that the Club has had to exhibit in the

Guildhall. The first was the contested Election for the
Sheriffs on 8th July. As all Liverymen will know this is not a
regular occurrence, but it meant that all Liverymen who wanted to
register a vote had to attend in person at Guildhall and put a cross
in the box. Our main aim was to tell the Livery at large about our
Club’s aims, objectives and events, and to encourage new
members. We met many new interested people and gave out lots

The theme for my year as President has been manifested in

of details and information.

Those manning the stand were certainly kept busy and thanks
must be extended to John Lockyer who was there for nearly the

whole day, as well as Past President Norman Boakes and Senior
Vice President Valerie Boakes. Many others helped throughout the
day. After event, those who had expressed an interest were invited
to a new members’ evening, and we have had a significant
number of new members coming through as a result.

We were then called upon to attend the biennial Red Cross
Christmas Market held in Guildhall on 30 November and 1
December. The Red Cross wanted to showcase the work and
meaning of the Livery Companies, and we were asked to put
together a stall about the Livery. Help was enlisted from the Clerks
of the Livery Companies to provide leaflets, and we produced a
handsome new banner to complement the Club banner that was
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also on display. The audience here were much wider, and many
might not even qualify for membership, but we were able to
provide information about the Livery Companies and proved
ourselves at the heart of the City fabric. We look forward to a
bigger splash at the 2011 Market.

Finally, we have information in the Chamberlain’s Court where the
new freemen of the City are sworn in ensuring that we are clearly
identified as a Club at the heart of the City.

Alderman Alison Gowman - President.



CLUB AFFAIRS

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION

event following the Lord Mayor’s Show. Having struggled

through rain and high winds to HMS President, and looking
forward to the evening scheduled to start with a Firework Display,
it was a damp squib to find the fireworks had been cancelled by
Health & Safety due to the strong winds.

The President’s Reception and Dinner is a very popular Club

Undeterred, the sparks were provided by the guests enjoying the
evening which started with the Official Reception. The new Lord
Mayor, Nick Anstee together with Sheriffs David Wootton (the Club’s
Junior Vice President) and Peter Cook (and all their respective
ladies) paid a welcome visit on the way to the Lord Mayor’s own
reception.

We were then summoned in for dinner. There was a capacity crowd
made up of members from the City Livery Club, various Liveries
and Ward Clubs and their guests. Judging by the laughter and
general buzz, everyone was enjoying the food and wine as well as
the company.

We were then treated to a sing-a-long by Angela Henckel
comprising well known and loved songs with a London theme.
Everyone joined in with gusto. Sir Gavyn Arthur led a table of
particularly lusty singers.

President Alderman Alison Gowman thanked everyone for coming,
and bidding them a safe journey home, brought an excellent
evening to an end.

Adrienne Waterfield - Council Member

he Club’s Christmas Lunch was held at the historic Watermen’s Hall, dating back
to 1780, it remains the only original Georgian Hall in the City of London.

Following pre-lunch drinks, the gathering throng moved into the dining room. Grace by
the Hon. Secretary, Roger Hacker, was quickly followed by the consumption of
Pressed Terrine of Smoked Salmon and Crayfish washed down with a lovely Chilean
Sauvignon Blanc; and thereafter, Roast Norfolk Turkey with Chestnut Stuffing and “all
the trimmings”, accompanied by superb Watermen’s Merlot. For those still not replete,
there was the Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce, Mince Pies, Coffee and a glass
of Taylors LBV Port.

Seventy-eight Members and their guests were present, led by our enthusiastic
President Alderman Alison Gowman, supported by Mr. Glenn Hurstfield, the Senior
Vice President Mrs. Valerie Boakes and her husband Past President Mr. Norman
Boakes, along with Junior Vice President and “guest speaker” Mr. Alderman and
Sheriff David Wootton. Our thanks go not just to the Master and Court
of the Company of Watermen and Lightermen
Following the Loyal Toast, our President, in giving the Civic toast, extolled the virtues for the use of their hall, but also to the Events

of the Club and its many benefits — not least in living out its pledge of “Uniting the Manager Martin Laws who acted as Toastmaster,
Livery, promoting Fellowship”. In the course of a most amusing response Mr. Kenneth Southam who photographed it all,
Alderman and Sheriff David Wootton proposed the toast to the City Livery Club. and last but not least the City Livery Club’s
This was followed by a musical interlude comprising four carols and two readings, Clerk Ann Cutter who helped to organise it.

performed by the Lloyd Quartet, rounded off by community carols. Thus it was that the
proceedings concluded at around 3.30 p.m. the cockles of our hearts suitably warmed  Colin A. Hart - Alderman.
by the festivities!
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n 25th January 112 Club Members and their guests assembled at
The Caledonian Club in Belgravia to celebrate the 251st
anniversary of the birth of the Scottish Bard, Rabbie Burns.

After a champagne reception in the Club Library we adjourned to the Johnny
Walker Room for our Burns supper with the President, Alderman Alison
Gowman, and her personal guests being lead in by Piper Andrew Parsons.
Following the Selkirk Grace by Neil Cameron, the haggis was ceremoniously
piped around the room. Alderman Roger Gifford, suitably attired in full
highland dress, delivered the traditional address to the haggis. At the end of a
splendid meal of haggis and neeps, with a nip of single malt highland whisky,
roast cannon of Herdwick lamb and cranachan, the President lead the toasts
to The Queen and then The Lord Mayor and The City of London Corporation.

The President welcomed everybody in a very entertaining manner followed by
Alderman Roger Gifford who proposed the toast to the Immortal Memory,
paying tribute in both verse and song including the poem, “Address to the
Toothache”, and the song “Ca’ the Yowes to the Knowes” (Calling in the
sheep) concluding the toast with “Ode to a Bottle of Whisky”.

Tim Knox, proposed the toast to the Lassies also referring to Burns’ songs and
poems which exemplified the writer’s love and appreciation of women. Burns
was well ahead of his time when in 1792, at the age of 33 he wrote “The
Rights of Woman” demonstrating his belief in equality of the sexes. The reply
on behalf of the Lassies was given by Alexandra Marks, Immediate Past
Master of the Solicitors’ Company. While expressing concern that a
philanderer such as Burns should be held in such high esteem, Alexandra
acknowledged that he was ahead of his time with his views on equality. She
delivered an amusing reminder to the gentlemen as to how things have
changed since Burns’ time. The Lassies were then invited to rise and drink a
toast to the gentlemen.

The Farewell was given by the President, after which proceedings were
brought to a close with the singing of Burns most famous song “Auld Lang

Syne”

John MacCabe

PRESENTATION TO THE SHERIFFS AT GUILDHALL

very special ceremony takes place
Abefore the Lord Mayor's Show and

even before breakfast! The Lord
Mayor and the Sheriffs are pleased to
receive presentations from the Livery
Companies and organisations with which
they are involved.

The City Livery Club officers are regular
attendees as so many of the Sheriffs (and

most Lord Mayors) are members of the Club.

The photo shows the presentations to
Alderman and Sheriff David Wootton (the
Club's Junior Vice President) and Sheriff
Peter Cook. Both received a handsome
double silver photo frame.
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A short sentence or two is allowed as the
presentation is made.

Our President applauded David Wootton for
being able to hold down two such
demanding jobs simultaneously - that of
Sheriff and Junior Vice President. Peter
Cook as a Past Master Plaisterer was
congratulated and reference was made to
the "silver" in his coat of arms as well as the
"double" nature of the frame echoing the
joint work that he and his wife Juliet would
be performing over their year as Sheriff and
lady. A wonderful feast of a breakfast
followed in order to prepare for the rainy day.

Alderman Alison Gowman - President.



ALDERMAN AND SHERIFF - DAVID WOOTTON

ur Junior Vice President Alderman and Sheriff David
OWootton is now well into his term of office as Sheriff.

His wife Liz and he live at the small flat in the Old Bailey,
where he is responsible for making sure that the building is
available for proper use. David’s duties there include hosting lunch
for the Judges to which he invites as guests those who do not
know about the City and what it does, as well as those who do.

The bulk of David’s time is spent supporting the Lord Mayor in
promoting the business City and UK financial services, both in the
UK and overseas: he has already travelled with the Lord Mayor to
India, the Gulf and Saudi Arabia and will go to South Africa and
China later in the year. He attends civic occasions such as
services at St. Paul's Cathedral and charitable ones such as the
launch of 125 taxis taking disabled and disadvantaged children to
Disneyland Paris. This is in addition to the many Livery Company
and Ward Club functions, all of which David finds very interesting
because each one is different. All in all, David and Liz are having
a very enjoyable and fun year.

b N
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L-R Mei Sim Lai, The President, Gwen Rhys - Founder and Director
Women in the City

President Mei Sim Lai, was held in the Club’s Library &

Reading Room on Wednesday 22 July 2009. The event
was a very happy and enjoyable occasion attended by several
women from the different Livery Companies as well as some
women members of the Club. At last year’s Reception Lady
Dannatt, who was our VIP guest gave a talk on the excellent
work of SSAFA Forces Help. This year our two speakers were
Adele Thorpe, Past Master of the Chartered Secretaries
Company, Clerk to the Marketors Company and Kate Crandon,
the Senior Fundraiser at the British Red Cross. The subject of
their talk was the 2009 British Red Cross Christmas Market

The 2009 Women in the Livery Reception hosted by Past

which took place at the Guildhall
on 30 November and 1
December 2009. Other recent
Women in the Livery events have
included a Lunch at Butchers’
Hall followed by a private Tour of
Mercers’ Hall conducted by Wing
Commander Mike Dudgeon, Past
Master of the Mercers Company,
and a joint Luncheon at the
Watermen’s Hall with the
Westminster Dining Club. On 3rd
March 2010, members and
guests attended a most
interesting and stimulating
discussion event at the City
Marketing Suite, Guildhall. The
talk was on ” Re-inventing your
Life and your Work for the

Future Ahead “ given by Judy
Piatkus, entrepreneur and
business speaker who founded
Piatkus Books which she
successfully sold a few years ago.

Wing Commander Dudgeon
Master of the Mercers Company
2002-3.

Photograph by Geremy Butler

Please save the date for our 2010 Women in the Livery Summer
Reception which will be taking place on Tuesday 13th July.

If you would like more details about the Women in the Livery
Group please contact Mei Sim Lai OBE DL on T. 07903 153 793
or email her on MeiSim@Laipeters.org
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AERO SECTION

15th July, and we were privileged to have as our principal
guest and speaker Dr. Robert Pleming, the Director of the

O

Vulcan to the Sky project. The project restored to flying condition an
Avro Vulcan B Mk.2 XH558 (one of the legendary aircraft comprising

the “V-Bomber” force), and it once more took to the skies on 18
October 2007 - a truly historic achievement. Those wishing to find
out more are recommended to the project website:
www.vulcantothesky.org

September marked the return of our annual gliding event with the
Upward Bound Trust at Haddenham, and for the second year in
succession we were rained off before we even got started. Intrepid
members waited around for several hours in the hope of less
inclement weather, but unfortunately the airfield had become
waterlogged and we had to abandon. A specially devised ritual, No
Rain Dance, will be performed by Aero Section members ahead of
the next Gliding Day.

ur third luncheon of the 2009 year was held on Wednesday

Commodore Rick Peacock- N ) 1'-
Edwards, the Immediate Past- * B
Master of GAPAN, who L - |\ =

. . . i Sy,
entertained us with anecdotes -f: ‘\‘ /

concerning his distinguished flying
career.

The Aero Section has enjoyed a good past year and gained
several new members as a consequence of CLC New Member
Reception initiatives. But a more unlikely promotion for the
Section took place during a GAPAN visit to RAF Brize Norton
during the summer, when Past-Chairman and intrepid Aero
Section member Richard Model was invited to join the crew of
an RAF VC10 on an airborne refuelling exercise over the North
Sea. Whether or not Richard included a PowerPoint
presentation of the Section to the crew during the 5 hour flight
is a moot point, but we’re indebted to his perseverance in going
to any length possible to promote us....

Our AGM and AGM Dinner was held on 27th October at Farmers’ &
Fletchers’ Hall. Our retiring Chairman Group Captain Peter Holtby

welcomed Mr. Keith Hubbard-Brown as our new Chairman, and we
enjoyed an excellent dinner in the company of our guest speaker Air

Fine Hungarian Wine Tasting with the International Wine
and Food Society
On 26th November the City Livery Wine Circle held a joint
event with the London Branch of the International Wine and
Food Society. Wine Circle Hon Secretary, Judy Tayler-
Smith is Chairman of the London Branch of the IWFS
and gave the opening speech where she
welcomed all members, guests and
speakers. She and Wine Circle Events
Secretary Michael Gilham arranged the
tasting as a special function for the
members of both organisations.

The tasting was held in the
opulent Oriental Room in
the London Capital Club
behind Mansion House.
Attendees numbered 54,
the largest group we have
had for a tasting.

The wines on the evening
were supplied by Mephisto
Wine Merchants,
(www.mephistowines.co.uk)
who are dedicated to the
supply and promotion of
Fine Hungarian Wines in
the UK and have
established relationships
with some of the most well
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WINE CIRCLE - HUNGARIAN WINE TASTING

For further information or membership details of the Aero
Section please contact the Hon Secretary Jeremy Cantwell on
020 8319 1964 or e-mail jcantwell@bbmax.co.uk

known fine winemakers in Hungary.
We were also absolutely delighted that
the wine makers themselves were
present at the tasting and flew into the
UK from Hungary to present their own
wines in person aided by Vivienne
Franks. From the number of wine
experts that were there on the evening
that gave outstanding praise for the
wines and the numbers of orders that
were placed, it was clear everybody
was impressed with the sheer quality
of wines sampled.

Following the tasting, the London
Capital Club laid on a splendid and
opulent buffet, and we had as many
good comments about the food as we
did about the wine.

This was one of those evenings where
everything was excellent, the wines,
the food, the presenters and the
venue.

Wine Circle Chairman Brian Jones
remarked in his closing speech that it
was the best wine tasting the Wine
Circle had ever had. That is true
praise indeed!

www.mephistowines.co.uk

Judy Tayler-Smith -
Hon Secretary and Past Chairman




PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION

‘City Dreams’ — Photo Competition

Members of the City Livery Club, Livery Companies and City
Ward Clubs with an interest in photography are invited to
submit their entries for a photographic competition ‘City
Dreams’.

Whether a budding professional or keen amateur photographer,
all entries are welcome. Capture something sensational,
inspirational, unusual or interesting from around this great city
and send in your original entries now!

These may be submitted as a photographic print, (no smaller
than 5”x82)-or a high quality image file, (in any standard format
e.g. jpg, tiff.), maximum three per person. All entrants agree to
allow the Photo Section use of their image(s) in subsequent
publications.

MUSIC SECTION

ollowing a most successful and enjoyable Awards Dinner at
Fthe Kingsway Hall Hotel in November 2009, on 8th
December we joined the Tower Ward Club for Carols and
supper at the Church of All Hallows By The Tower where our
Chairman, Adrienne Waterfield, read one of the Lessons.

On 17th December, we attended a special “by invitation only”
morning performance of the Final Dress Rehearsal of “La
Boheme” at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, taking lunch
in the Amphitheatre, followed by a most interesting backstage tour.

Our first event in 2010 on 17th January, saw us on the sunniest
day of the year to date, enjoying a Sunday Lunchtime Jazz Cruise

E N TN

TENNIS SECTION !

Programme

2010/11

» Thursday 15th April
Social Tennis at Queenswood School, Brookmans Park.
» Wednesday 05th May

» Tuesday 15th June

» Wednesday 14th July
Chairman’s Day at Phyllis Court + Dinner.
For further details please contact:
Gillian Langstaff - Honorary Secretary -
T. 01737-370012

Social Tennis at the RAC Club, Woodcote Park, Ashstead + Dinner.

Vice Captain’s Day and Match-v-City of London Freemen’s School.

CITY SOCIAL

Send your print entries, marked:

“City Dreams" CITY LIVERY CLUB PHOTO COMPETITION by
post to:

Stephen Walsh, CEng., CMIOSH, CORGI

202 Footscray Road, Eltham, London, SE9 2EL,

or, by email to: sawalsh@btconnect.com

clearly marked - “High Importance” —

“City Dreams” CITY LIVERY CLUB PHOTO COMPETITION.

The closing date of the contest is 30 June 2010 and the winners
will be announced and photographically recorded at the Club’s
Annual General Meeting and in the City Livery Club Magazine,
where they, and the award event, will also be printed.

Judging will be carried out by our distinguished panel of:
David Rundle - Past President, City Livery Club
Richard Nevard - Past Master Upholder

Roger Adcock -  Past Master Constructor

The judges’ decision will be final and we will be unable to return
printed entries.

down the Thames including a super lunch, on the on the
good ship “M.V.Naticia”, much enjoyed by all. \

In February we visited the Guildhall School of Music &

Drama for a presentation of Mendelssohn’s “Songs and
Strings”, followed by supper at the nearby “Barraca” |
Restaurant in the Barbican. |

Our Annual General Meeting and Dinner will take
place at Guildhall on 17th March, a report of which -
will follow in the next issue. -

Eric Nash - Honorary Secretary

ANTIQUES CIRCLE

to stand down as Secretary of the Antiques Circle

owing to the demands placed on him by his wife’s
health. The Secretary organises the programme of events,
but no special knowledge of antiques is required to do this.

Past—President Ivan Nellist has sadly been compelled

The Circle does have a volunteer who is willing to send
out notices to members, but is presently looking for
somebody willing to undertake the role of Chairman.

The Circle started so well, it would be a pity if it could not
keep going.

If anyone is interested in assisting the Secretary, or
standing as Chairman, please speak to lvan Nellist on
T. 01753-886813.
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DOWGATE FIRE STATION

n one of the few fine days in February our
President, Alderman Alison Gowman arranged a
visit for twenty four members and their guests to

the Dowgate Fire Station, the only one in the City of
London and of course in our President’s Ward.

We were assembled in one of the training rooms where
we were given short but very informative talks on various
aspects of the activities of the Fire Station.

Our first talk was by Station Manager Steve Norman who
is in charge of the actual fire and rescue operations all
illustrated by slides showing a major fire in a high rise
residential building; rescue of a person from heights even
where no fire is involved; rescue from the Thames and
the handling of hazardous materials. He then spoke
about the Fire Regulations and how they had been all
brought into one document making it easier for those
responsible for premises to ensure that they have the
correct degree of fire protection in place, and also the
role of the fire service in the enforcement of those
regulations.

Each call out costs about £300. Automated Fire Detection
systems are responsible for over 53,000 call outs
annually of which over 50,000 are false alarms.

Our next speaker was Mr Paul Eskriett who is the
Principal Security and Contingency Planning Adviser to
the Corporation of London. Prior to being appointed to
the Corporation he was a Chief Superintendent with the
City of London Police with 30 years service. He also
illustrated his talk with a number of slides showing how
many effective but aesthetically pleasing barriers had
been put in place, and how the organisation he is
responsible for co-ordinates with the other London
Boroughs.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY 21TH APRIL 2010
Linking with the City Civic — Discussion Group event
led by Alderman Sir John Stuttard

WEDNESDAY 16TH JUNE 2010
Linking with the London Assembly — Visit to City Hall.

MONDAY 19TH JULY
Advance Notice
Annual Civic Lunch, Trinity House

Events Programme Leaflet - Telephone Number
Corrections:

The Club telephone number is:

020-7369-1672

Motoring Section Secretary, P/P Grahame
Redcliff’'s telephone number is: 020-8303-2318
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Our final speaker was the Group Manager Peter Mansi, the Head of Fire
Investigation throughout Greater London, obviously it is a honour for
Dowgate to have this responsibility within their remit. The cause of fires are
many and are from similar causes worldwide, he therefore is in regular
contact with colleagues in many countries and on the day of our visit had
two French Officers undertaking some training as the UK is regarded as the
leader in Fire Prevention and Investigation.

Following this interesting talk we were then given an escorted tour of the
Fire Station. We were divided into two groups, and the group | joined was
led by Peter Mansi who showed us inter alia the staff rest rooms, training
facilities, investigation offices and the ‘firemen’s poles’. These enable the
officers on each floor to reach the ground very quickly, two of the poles
descending from the second floor! After viewing the Fire Engines and the
premises we were told that the Station was to undergo further extension to
increase its capacity from a single engine to four vehicles.

The tour over our President then led us to ‘The Bolt Hole’ for an excellent
lunch.

David Rundle - Past President

Editor's Note

It has been said, “a picture speaks more than a thousand words”, and
without doubt images bring what some might consider to be dull prose to
life and relevance. | am very grateful to those who take the trouble to send
me photographs to illustrate text, but sadly, some are not of suitable quality
for reproduction.

Our publisher Mike Spencer works wonders with low quality photographs.
His job however would be made much easier, and the resulting quality of
this Newsletter enhanced, if | could send him high resolution jpeg or tif.
images of 300 (or more) dots per inch (dpi).

Further, a little care in composition could pay dividends. A photograph of a
room full of happy people enjoying their champagne may set the scene of a
function, but a row of backs of heads and necks does little for the detail.

Mike prefers that logos are not embedded in text, but submitted separately,
again in high resolution format. Lastly, if any photographers require
acknowledgement of their work, please just let me know.

Lynn Walters - Editor

The CLC Newsletter is published by SPECA communications - www.speca-solutions.eu T: +44 (0) 7967 710276 T: +33 (0)6 11 29 23 85



